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Dear Director,  dear st .af  f  membet 's n dear relat ives,  dear

graduates-- i t  is  indeed an honoLo a pleasure,  to be here as a

foreigner on this beaut i fu l  day and celebrate th is important

occasion. You have imnersed yol l rselves in the German . lanqrJaqe for

a per iod of  one whole year,  knowirrg i t  wel l  at  the t ime you entered,

presumably even bet. t -er  when yorJ now leave. and vou have

r. tsed your command of  the lanqrJaqe tr :  eJiscuss important issues in

phi losophy and world p, l l i t ics,  In short .  you have not only been

trained in lanquaqe competence by "naf- ive" resor l rca persons? and

others:  yorr  have been Iearninq by dning, and by rJoinq i rnportant

thinqs. For what couf rJ be more signi f  icant.  than trv ing t -o come

t-o qr ips wi th wor ld pol i t ics of  wat and peace in or.rr  r :onf l ic t  -

r idden world,  and with the deeper issues of  the human condi t ion

with which human beinqs have always heen, and presumably always

wi l  I  be concerned?

Ynu have been str-rdying a languager and you have been strrdying

GermFlr t ,  and t"hese two words, " ]anguaqe" and t 'Gerrnant '  wi l l  be the

two points of  departure for  my remarks today"

Why is i t -  so impcrr tant-  t "o learn foreign lanquages'? t -et  rne

try lo give three reasDns why t-his is of  supreme signi f icanr:e,  anrJ

I  et  me try to make three non-tr iv ia l  points abr:ut  what yr- lL l  have

sr.rrceeded in dnino,

First ,  by - learninq another lanqLrage you see your own langLt aqe

f ' rom l-he or,r ts ide" Ynur own lanquaqe is no lonqer t .he nn. lv wav of
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communicat ion,  i t  is .one way. You not only know in an absLract

sense that.  there are other ways of  reaching out to human beings,

at  least  one of  those j t !et  ways is wi th in your f ie ld of  compe-

tence. In having taken this step you also st-renqthen the siqni f i -

cant step from words to concepts.  you know that for  everything

there is in t -he wor ld,  concrete or abstract ,  there is the Engl ish

way of  referr inq to i t ,  but  there is also a German way--you may

not know i t  yet  because your studies have not come that laro but

you trust  t ,hat  you may ei  ther be abl-e to f  ind i t  in a dict ionary ,

or  wi th the help of  a "nat ive" f incl  some reasonbly equivalent

German way of  refer r ing to that  " th ing "  ,  what ever i t  is  .  The

prDress is knr lwn as t ranslat ion,  but has a deeper s iqni f icance.

Perhaps the cleepest-  s igni f icance l - ies exact ly in the point  that

no transl-at ion is ever perf  ect .  The { :onnepLual  p ie so to speak,

is never s l iced exact ly the same way by di f ferent languages. Hence,

by learning another lanquaqe you are f ,orced to come t_o gr ips wi th

the rather important r : i reumstance that ther e m1y be more t-han one

way of  lonkinq at  phenomena! that  langrJaqes are nDt absolr . r te but are rJebate-

able posi t ions already taken, and tn some extenL taken for everv

member in that  lanquage community.  A b l .ow to absoLut ism I

Tn nther words,  yor-r  learn to break out nf  the magic of  yorJr

nwn Ianqui tqe into a murh t ' icher unrJerstandinq. An6 the basic

step here is f rnm command of  one lanquaqe tn comnrand of  two.

Once the step from I  to 2 is taken the step fr .om z to j ,4 and

so on may sound l ike a formidable task.  But the basic obstacle has



already been overcome: th inkinq in terms of  c0ncepts 
"  w_i  th wrrros

seen as approximat ions,  wi th interpretat ions rather than as some-

thing absolute.  And you wi l l  a lso f ind that the task of  learning

more languages becomes rnuch more easy in purely pract ical  terms,

at  least  i f  you are wise enough to do so before you start  approach-

ing o1d ?9er let  me say before you afe twenty-f ive.  I t  is  the

safest  investment that  you can possibly make. I  mysel f  had the

good luck of  having a father who had the wisdom to put aside some

srrm rr f  Norwegian kroner when his three chi ldren were born r  and

when we matured,by def in i t ion at  the age of  e iqhteen af ter  h igh

school ,  that  l i t t le investment also matr : red and became ours on the

eondi t ion that i t  was used for language studies.  He did not qui te

correct  for  inf lat ion,  but I  was abfe to squeeze some summer

schools in i -mpnrtant languaqe capi ta ls in Europe out of  the amount

of  money that accrued to me. And he qot a most qrat .eful  sonl

So permit-  me to congratulate al l  of  you students wi th having

been so wise in t -he choine of  your parents that"  they did what my

father dic l ;  invest languages in their  chi ldren 
-  

we] l  knowinq that

this is going to pay of f .  and certainly not only in economic terms.

And tc-r  conqraf-u1ate the parents wi th havinq been so wise "

The second ooint .  to be made wor.r ld be lanquage as a way of  seeing

your own ccluntry f rom the outside. We l ive our l ives structured bv

two f igures,  Sel f  and 0ther,  Snmetimes 5e1f is s imply our own smal-1

egos. somet imes sornething larqer,  l ike our"  countr :y;  somet imes 0ther

is anyhndy else than ourse- lves,  sornet i rnes something larger, I ike another,  even
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"eviJ-"  country,  Tn a sense i  t  is  more easy t- '  take the posi . f  ian of
another country than another person next-  door;  the lat ter  may r i iscuss in

your own language, the former invi tes y, 'u into his 0wn awareness

of social  real i ty the moment you start  tark ing his own language. Even

your own countrymen start  sounding di f ferent ly when you can l is ten

to them with ears t ra ined in,  for  instance, German id iom. I t  is

not a quest ion of  bet ter ot  worse, that  wi l l  to a large extent de-

pend on personal  t .aste,  br"r t  certainry a quest ion of  d i f  f  erence "  
your:

own country and i ts pol i t ics is one amDng several ,  and that wi l l  cure

you of  a certain provincial ism which cur iously enoLlgh seems to be

more developed Lhe larger a countr l , is ,  and the more people abroad

are competent in the lanqLrage of  the country.  The l ln i t .ecJ States is

an example of  a country of  that  type, c€rtainly having a globat

raach as measured by i ts inst- i tut ions in generaJ anrJ corporat ions

in part icular,  wi th the Fngl ish lanqLraqe beinq spnken almost every-

where. Br"r t  precisely for  t_hat reason t l .S.  r_. i t izens tend not_ to t -ake

the impnrtani .  step that yoLf have taken, and are able even when

travel l inq e.xtensively to preserve their  v is ion of  the wor ld as some

kind of  extensinn of  t .he lJni ted States.  Isolated by a wor ld Lanquffea *:
being provinci  a l  precisely hecause i ts or ig in was too cosmopol i tan forthe c lassical  nat ion-state model of  one country*one nat ion-one language.

l_ l j r_L hy beinq ciompetent.  in twr:r  languaqes you const_i tute a

l ive br: idqe tretween two cr-r l tures,  and two or more cor jntr ies,  the

L-ngJish -speaking and the German -speakinq world" As to the lat t .er

let  us j r . rst  remember:  yot t ; l le br idqes not only to the Federal

Repr"rbi in of  Germany, but alsn to the Ger. 'man Democrat ic Republ ic

or East-ern Germany, to Ar.rstr ia,  Luxemburq and German-speaking



switzer land and tr :  many people ta lk ing German, and very wel l ,  in

Eastern F.urnpe-.-Po).and, Izer:hos].ovakia,  Hunqary,  Rumania,  yugoslavia

and al .sr :  parts of  I ta ly and parts of  F rance. AnrJ in addi t ion to that

yotr  wr:uld be surpr ised tn see how many people are able to ta lk German

in var ious part-s nf  5or. i t .h America.

A br i  dge conner. ' ts .  This rnay be f  or  qood anr j  f  or  bad: over a

br i r lqe can Pass goods anr l  services,  brr t  a lso"bads" aniJ "disservices" such

as agqlessive mi l i tary personnel  and harrJware, I t  is  up to yoLr Lo

decide how yr l r , . l  want to be usecJ or use yoursel f  as a br idge between

(- 'ountr ies and cul tures,  Br.r t  the potent. ia l  is  there,  in any one of

yotrr  to t ie the wnr ld a 1i t t .1e bi t"  bet ter  toqether" I f  you adcJ more

languages, and i t "  is  ext-reme ly qrat i f  y inq tn learn that seve:ral-  of

yol l  have exact ly that  intent ion,  then you becnme mult ip le br idges,

connect inq several  isJ.ands, in some kind of  cr :mplex venet ian geo! l raphy.

In short ,  Yotr  can become an important f  aet-r : r  in the f  abr ic of  peace.

For in the foreseeable future we shal1 st i t l  have nat ion-states in

ol l r  wor ld,  and a nat ion-state has a t .endency to become a Dommunity

of  peopJ e shar inq t .he same lanquaqe, a L least .  the same dominant

Iangi laqe. But these nat ion-states have to be t ied together,  and

every s ingle person or orqanizat ion napable of  carry inq t rans-

nat ional  interact ion is a part  of  the r :ement in Lhe bui ld inq of

wor ld peace, Sr: ,  you are parts of  that  cemenLo perhaps not the most

inspir ing metaphnr I  r :ourd come up with,  but  not too bad when you

cr insider i ts imol icat ion.
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And t-hat impl icat ion can perhaps best be understood by turning

to t .he second point  of  departure;  Ger,many. you may be too young

to fu l ly  feel  the horror surroundinq the nFlme.of  that  part icuLar

country for ty,  for ty. . f ive yeafs ago. so permit  ne once more to

reminisce, I  was nine years o1d when the German Army came to my

l i t t  le countty 
' ,  

Norway and started a process of  occupat ion,  later

on nazi f" icat ion" Norweqian civ iL ian resistance was able t r :  stop

nazi f icat ion'  and my father was a part  of  that  ef for t"  0ur resist--

ance was not suf f ic ient  to br inq an end to the occupat ion by a

mi l i tar i ly  very super ior  c{ : }Lrntry-- that  had to wai t  r - rnt i l  the enr j  of

the war whirh essent ia l ly  was f 'ouqht elsewhere, and for Lhe major

part-  in Eastern furope in qeneral  and the Soviet  lJninn in part icular--

where the Germans lost  l0 mi l l ion of  the 11.5 mi l l ion they lost

anC hacl  959.6 of  the j  r  t roops r , rnt i  I  l l  -day come with the . i  nvasion of

Norrrra ndy i  n Jr :ne '19 t+4 .

Ear. l ier  that  year,  l -  eb.rrrary 1944 o the Germans r- :atrqht l tp wi th my

father who was chief  physinian af  a hospi ta l  and in the resistance movenent.

and arrest"erJ hinr,  in the middle nf  t_he niqht"  I t_ is the k incl  of .

exper ience a t ,h i r teen year old boy shor-r Id rat .her be wit"hout;  t -o

see one's own beloved f ,ather narr ied away by twn brr . r ta l  pol icemen,

treated in a way he had never been tr"eated in his I i . fe.  humi l iated

in f  ront  of  h is f  ami ly.  I .  ment inn th is t recause i t  hsd t-he predict-

able nDnseqt lences; i t  made me prof-oundly ant. i -German. Not j r - rst  ant i -nazi .  A.nt i -German.

I  wnuld l ike to make i lse of  t -hat  as a point  of  departure t -o te l t

ynl l  exact ly what that  r r reant"  I t  meant refr-rs inq t -o ta lk German even
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though this was the language very f reely at  our disposal  in our

schools,  having been imposed upon us as the major foreign langrJage

by the occupat ional  author i t ies.  I t  became a nat ional  sport ,  an

act of  resistance by any pupi l  in the school ,  to confuse accusat ive

and dat ive o some students havinq more natural  ta lent  in that

direct ion then others.  As you f  u l ly  know f  rom your i rnmersion i  ntr ;

the intr icacj-es of  German g.rammar the opportuni t ies for  takinq a

wrong step are many I  I  th ink we t ' r ,ade use of  most of  them. lde

showed l lermany soldiers the way to the other end of  the town when

they asked for such simple t .h inqs as where the neighborhood cinema

was locatecl"  [Je were pro{Jd of .such acts that  probab]y did not

cont-r ibrr te very much to l iberat . ion or to solve conf l int-s wi th Germans.

After the war i t  took me twenty years to overDome these feel inqs.

I  s imp-1y hated t-he country,  the penple,  the language, the mrLsic,

the l i teratLrre!  anyt"hing. l - lnfort .unaf,ely Germany was lonated in sr :ch

a way that the nount-ry I  loved, I ta1y.  was di f f  i r - 'u l t  to qet-  at  wi th-

nut.  passinq fhrorrqh t .he country I  hated, Germany. But there was a

methrrd;  I  had a mot.orbike and coul-d pass Germany at .  n ight .  I

remember very v iv idJ y an Drcasion in the nick of  t -he night- ,  having

to stnp fnr some qasol ine needed even by rny hiqhly fuel  eronomic

mnt,orfr ike" The German servic ing my vehic le,watchinq my l icense

plate,  exclaimed in German: "0h, you are a Norwegian! A

wonderful  countrv,  I  stayed there f rnm 1941 to 1945, very many

beaut i fu l  g i r ls-  "  He could hardly have said anythinq wnrse, and i t

snl id ly reenlnrr ,"ed my ant- i -German feel inqs.  "F. in schdnes Land. So viele

sr:hlJne M$dnhen"" 0h, when do they evEr learn'?



0f course I  overcame this,  BLl t  the exper ienne tar,rqht me one

important lesson: be careful  in referr inq to people who cr i t ic ize

washington foreign pol icy as ant i -American. I  am one of  them; I

f  ind Washington's f  oreign pol icy by and large lamentable,  br , r t  I  see

mysel f  as hiqhly pro-American. 0f  course, th is does not mean t ,hat-

there are not ant i -American people arnund, even in hiqh nr. |mbers,  who

feel  as strongly about Amel ica as I  fe l t .  about Germany: many of  them

located in the Eastern part  of  t .he Mediterranean. as we al l  know

very weI l .  They may have reasons as qood or better than mine" But

by and larqe yor:  wi l l  f ind around the wr.rr . ld a major i ty of  people

being extremely able to disnr iminate between their  at t i  tucles Lo U "  S.

f  oreiqn pol icy and their  at t i tudes to t - l  ,  S.  c i t izens as indiv iduals

and the eount ry i  Lsel  f '  as the wonderf  u l -  country i t -  is .  f  i l lerJ wi th

opportuni t ies.  wi th smi l ing,  generousr helpf  r . r1,  n ice people,  welcoming

f ore- igners in their  midst .

So, what happened to Germany? An old ancJ f ine c iv i  I izat ion,

r I 'ystal l ized in i ts Jangrraqe which r :an be spr:ken in a .very precise

and sr. : ient" i f , ic  manner,  and in a very sof ' t  and poet- ic manner.  We al l

know of the admirabj-e German aehievements in science and cr.r l t r r re,

but we alsn know of that  ot-her streak in German civ i  l izat i r :n,  I

9(Jess mnst nat- ions ate sr-r f fer inq f rorn an nverdose of  nat ional ism;

in the [ ]erman case thaL overdose became lethal  nr : t  nnly for  othels

but a.Lso f  or  t .hemselves. They ent-ertained the f  antasy of  beinq

q!r ,sFIwHh l t " ,  wi lh r iqht .s over others,  even the r iqht  nf  exl-erminat ing

t"hem. Ihe goaI was I l .  miI I ion Jews-to qet r id of  what they saw as

t.he basic enemyI and 100 mi l l ion Russians or s lavs in order to



provide more space in those vast terr i tor ies to the eastr  0stmark

where the German race should dwel l  for  centur ies,  mi l lennia.  I t

should be noted that they construed these sickening fantasies,  the

nazis,  as defense, defense of  that  super ior  race, the German people.

We al l  know how i t

Hi t ler  h imsel f ,  a burnt

what happened lat ter?

came to an end B May 1945

out cor.pse in the ruins

with der fUhrer.

of  BerI in.  But

I  th ink we have been witnessing three phases in the history

of Germanv af , t .er  t -he Second World War.

First ,  a phase t-hat lasted about twenty years when the major i ty

nf  the Western German popt.r lat ion for  a l l  pract ical  purposes had not

undergone any real  pol iL ical  change. They engaqed in an enormous

amorlnt  of  sel f -p i ty and sel f - r iqht-eousnesst comparinq the bombinq

of Gernan ni t ies wi th Auschwitz as i f  there was no di- f ' ference be-

tween those who in i t iate a hideous campaign to exLerminate a whole

nat inn and those who tr ied to stop thenr f  rom doing so--hov,,evel  ,much

we can disnuss the ethir- .s and the ef l icacy of  the methods used

against  Hi t ler-  Germany. Western Germany 
"""  

q l :ur l  in th is phase;

maybe l iqht  brown, but '  st i l l  brown. Nazism was nuf, lawerl ,  noL i l leqi t - imate.

The next phase, perhaps

red. This was the phase of

marxist  fanat i .c ism that nan

teutnnic in i ts inhumanity,

as long as ten years,  was l* ;  marxist

the German Student RevoluLion, of  a

only be nharacter ized as deeply

theoret ical  sharpness and at  the same
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t ime pol i t icaf  extremism. This was the per iod t .hat  saw the bir th

of  the RAf,  the Rot-e Arme'Frakt ion wi th i ts ser ies of  terror ist

acts that  I  do not th ink can be explained as a people 's war of

sel f -defense. Pol- ice methods were used against  them, and I  th ink

r ight ly so al though they ean certainly be the subject  of  contra-

versy in some part icular cases as over t -he iat-e of  Bader ancJ I ' l  e inhr: f

But then came t"he third phase, t .he green phase. 0f  course the

green rnovement is not the major i t .y movement.  in t -he German popr!1at ion.

But what i t  s igni f ies among the youth is a def in i te break with the

past,  meaning by that the teutcrnin past of  Gelmqly gs 3 ."* ig._ry!

f f -KC_qlh.gIS.,  one which is born to great deeds and also great suf fer-

ing whether i t  is  t r :  usher in a Hi t ler i te thousand year Reinh, or

a socia l is t .  revolut  ion.  l , t /hat  the qreens t"r ied to do and are st i  l1

t  rv ing t .n do has been qrnssly misunderstood in t .h is counLry:  t .he

introdunt inn of  sofL vafues of  peace and Love and respect for  the

envi tonment.  eqrral i ty between the sexes and the equal i ty between

t-he two Germanies and the rest  of  t -he wr:r ld in a pol i t ical  rhetor ic grown

stal  e f rom nent-ur ies of  deafening cr ies for  a special  posi  t inn f  n c

the [ ]erman peopLe. 0f  cDUrse the movement.  stands to the ]ef t  s ince

t,he general  pnsi t - i r :n of  [ ierman rhetor ic has been to the r ighL, even,/also

when i t -  t "akes on a marxist  charact-er.  Tn see onesel f  as thg leader

among penples,  as exernis inq leadership in the wor ld wi l l  a lways be

a posi t" ion to t -he r iqht  unl-ess th is should come by by a process of

demnnrat ic appointment,  not  of  sel f - r ighteous anointment.  And, needLess

to ssYr t -hat ,  type nf  nat ional ism was and is part icular ly prominent among

penpl.e- -1 ike Hi t Ier--capable of  speakinq only one language: their  own.



The green movement should not

expression, the green part .y,  The

t1
I I

be confused with iLs par l iamentary

green mr, tvement is consi  derably

larger;  when the German par l iament in 0ctober 1983, wi th 5596 of  the

members against  4596 voted in favor of  instal l ing the Euromissi les--

a colossaf error in my view--on1y about 596 of  the poprr lat ion were in

favor of  t .hat  decis ion.  Imagine 9596 har l  been in favor:  what a nasslve

siqn of  bel l iqerence, of  subservience to the super*power,  of  readi-

ness to equip themse"lves wi th the weapons that f  or  sure wi l  I  at" t ract

Soviet  nucfear weapons in the very beginning oF a wat,  The neiqhbors

of Germany f ind considerably more reassurance in th is act  of  re ject ion

than in t -he German Par l iaments act  nf  acc. 'eptanre^-with the possible

ex! lept ion of  the French who seem to have nothing aqainst  reqarding

West-ern Germany as thejr  new Maqinnl  l inet  f ;apable of  absorbing a

Snviet  at tack i f '  that  should evet:  cDme, what the luture holds I  r jo not know.

B-ut the Get:man Per:rPle have r- 'hanged, and in a basic way. And let  me add: more capable
nf speakinq other languaqes than their  own!

But we are qathered here on this bear-r t - j - f i t l  of  May not to

speculate on worl  d po. l - i t ics and phi  losophy, or at  least  not pr imari ly

sn "  f  ar ly th is morninq 1 was thinking of  that  wonderf  r - . r l  poem by

Gnethe:

"Llber a1le Wipfeln ist  Rr-rh
lJber al  Ie Gipf ,e 1n spi l  res t .  Du
Kaum einen l - l  auch
Warte nur
balde
ruhest Du auch. "

Burt  i t  obviously does noL f i t .  I t  has started blowinq a l i t t le bi t .

one cannot pnssibly say that there is s i l "ence and quiet  in al l  the

treetops, over the hi t ls  surrounding this place of  extreme beauty-*
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I  miqht even go so f  ar  as to say;  as beaut i f  u. l  as my own home

country,  Norway that has nontr ibuted oonsiderably to the populat ion

of Mi nnesota !

Moreover,  even though my wife has t-old me that these nice

f lowers in f ront .  of  you carry a funeral  messaqe to Japanese in their

colors:  yel low and white--  there is also t -hat torrch in the f inal

Lines of  Goethe's poem" Jusl  wai t ,  ve.ry soon" yorr  wi l l  a lso be quiet-- .

Hardly very appropr iate for  you people.

I  expect just  t -he opposi te!  And I  am certainly not going to be

Lhat middle-aged man whom I  r - rsed to reqard wi l -h considerable skept ic ism

when I  was your ag€, always br--rsv on occasions l ike th is send ing young

people out into l i fe !  Nnt at  a l l  "  
you are cert-ainly sending your-

selves into l i le and you are perfect ly capable of  doing so. Al l  I

can do is to wish you gr:rrd 1.uck,  tn congrat-uIate you again on the

wisdom of havinq added to your nompetence the f inest  of  a l l  instru-

ments in human nommand o one more lanquaqe, And l -o have qained

access Lo one more of  human kind's many civ i l izat i r :ns,  to Dne more

nat ion wi th a very t - raqir  h ist .ory in the recent past, ,  br : t -  a lso wi th

a reeent abi i i t .y  t -o crrre i t -sel f  o l  Chosen People compl.exes. l lermanv is

increasingly jo in ing the nat" i r :ns gf  the wor ld,  as a qood wqrlc l  c i t izen,

as one amonq many. i  n what-  may one r l  ay become a peacef ul  f  ami ly of

man in a much bett .er  wnr ld,  Ihere is mrrch t-o ] .earn f r r - rm t .hat-  exper ience

for ot .her per:ples who suffer f rom simi lar  romplexes.- . -especial ly i f

they want that  phase to end less t raqical ly than fr : r  Hi t ler ' ,s [ iermany.

I  wish you good luck!


